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(Stand: 15.03.2021) 

Economic data sheet  
February 2021 China 

72.5GDP Growth and Structure 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018  2019 2020 2021 

GDP Growth (real) in % 9.3 7.7 7.7 7.3 6.9 6.7 6.9 6.6 6.1  2.3  

Q1 in % 9.7 8.1 7.7 7.4 7.0 6.7 6.9 6.8 6.4 -6.8  

Q2 in % 9.5 7.6 7.5 7.5 7.0 6.7 6.9 6.7 6.2 3.2  

Q3 in % 9.1 7.4 7.8 7.3 6.9 6.7 6.8 6.5    6.0 4.9  

Q4 in % 8.9 7.9 7.7 7.3 6.8 6.8 6.8 6.4 6.0 6.5  

GDP in tn RMB 48.0 53.3 58.3 63.7 67.7 74.4 82.7 90.0 99.1 101.6  

GDP per Capita in KRMB 36.02 39.54 43.32 46.61 49.13 53.82 59.50 64.52 70.78 72.57  

Primary Sector  Ratio in % 10.2 10.1 10.0 9.2 8.0 8.6 7.9 7.2 7.1 7.7  

Secondary Sector Ratio in % 46.8 45.3 43.6 42.6 40.6 39.8 40.5 40.7 39.0 37.8  

Tertiary Sector Ratio in % 43.0 44.6 46.0 48.2 51.4 51.6 51.6 52.2 53.9 54.5  

Production and Retails                  

Industrial Production Growth in % 13.9 10.0 9.7 8.3 6.1 6.0 6.6 6.2 5.7 2.8 35.1 

Retail Sales Growth in % 17.1 14.3 13.1 12.0 10.7 10.4 10.2 9.0 8.0 -3.9 33.8 

Investment                  

Investment in Fixed Assets  Growth in % 24.0 20.6 19.6 15.7 10.0 8.1 7.2 5.9 5.4 2.9 35.0 

Foreign Investment Growth in % 9.7 -3.7 5.3 1.7 5.6 -0.2 4.0 3.0 2.4 4.5 34.2 

Price Level                  

Inflation (Consumer) in % 5.4 2.6 2.6 2.0 1.4 2.0 1.6 2.1 2.9 2.5 -0.3 

Inflation (Producer) in % 6.0 -1.7 -1.9 -1.9 -5.2 -1.4 6.3 3.5 -0.3 -1.8 1.0 

Foreign Trade                 
 

Import Growth in % 24.9 4.3 7.3 0.4 -14.2 -5.5 15.9 15.8 -2.8 -1.1 22.2 

Export Growth in % 20.3 7.9 7.9 6.1 -2.9 -7.7 7.9 9.9 0.5 3.6 60.6 

Sino-German Economic Relations                    

Total trade Volume  Growth in % 10.1 0.5 -2.6 8.8 5.2 4.1 10.1 6.0 3.3 1.8 2.0 

German Export to China Growth in % 19.8 2.9 0.2 11.3 -2.9 6.8 13.3 8.1 3.2 -1.2 3.1 

German Import from China Growth in % 2.8 -1.3 -5.1 6.4 14.1 2.0 6.7 4.3 3.4 4.5 1.1 

Trade Balance   In bn EUR -14.1 -10.8 -7.1 -5.5 -20.3 -17.6 -14.3 -10.1 -13.7 -19.3 -3.0 

German Investment  in bn USD 1.1 1.5 2.1 2.1 1.6 2.7 1.54 3.68 1.44 n.a. n.a. 

Land and Population                  

Surface 
in million 
km2 9.6 9.6 9.6 9.6 9.6 9.6 9.6 9.6 9.6 9.6  

Total Population in billion 1.35 1.35 1.36 1.37 1.38 1.38 1.39 1.40 1.40 1.40  

   Urban in million 690.8 711.8 731.1 749.2 767.5 793.0 813.5 831.4 848.4 n.a.  

Rural in million 657.6 642.2 629.6 618.7 606.9 589.7 576.6 564.0 551.6 n.a.  

Urban in % 51.3 52.6 53.7 54.8 55.9 57.4 58.5 59.6 60.6 n.a.  

Unemployment (urban) in % 4.1 4.1 4.1 4.1 4.1 4.0 3.9 4.9* 5.1 5.2 5.45 

Changed survey method in 2018 
 
 
 

 



 

(Stand: 15.03.2021) 

Economic data sheet  
February 2021 China 

Sources: National Bureau of Statistics, Ministry of Commerce, China Customs, Federal Statistical Office, Mar 
* February values refer to missing January values due to statistical shift from the Chinese New Year to January and February. 
 
Explanatory notes: (a) While the second dataset on the second page are monthly updates, the first are the accumulated amounts from the start of the 
current year, except FAI, CPI and PPI. While FAIs are also accumulated accounts, PPI and CPI are the monthly averages. (b) Trade data with Germany are 
published with a delay of a few months in both sections. (c) Markit PMI's are focused on SMEs, while NBS PMIs have a focus on large state-owned enterprises. 
Values over 50 reflect an expansion, values below 50 reflect a contraction. (d) For values marked "n.a." or (-), no official data is available or is not yet 
available for the current status. (e) "% growth" refers to the respective period of the previous year. (f) Deviations due to rounding possible. 
 

2021 Development                           
Category Unit Jan Feb* Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Production and Retail                        

Industrial Production  Growth in % n.a. 35.1                  

Retail Sales  Growth in % n.a. 35.0           

Investment               

FAI  
Acc. growth 
in % n.a. 33.8           

Foreign Investment  in billion USD 13.5 12.6                  

Foreign Investment Growth in % 6.2 86.9              

Price Level               

Inflation (Consumer) in % -0.3 -0.2           

Inflation (Producer) in % 0.3 1.7           

Foreign Trade               

Total in billion USD n.a. 834.5           

 Growth in % n.a. 41.2           

Import in billion USD n.a. 365.6           

 Growth in % n.a. 22.2           

Export in billion USD n.a. 468.9           

 Growth in % n.a. 60.6           

Foreign Trade Balance in billion USD n.a. 103.3            

Economic Relations with Germany             

Trade with Germany in billion EUR 18.07 n.a.            

Trade Balance in billion EUR -3.0 n.a.            

German Export to China in billion EUR 7.53 n.a.            

  Growth in % 3.1 n.a.                  

German Import from China in billion EUR 10.54 n.a.            

  Growth in % 1.1 n.a.                

German Investment (Stock)  in billion USD n.a. n.a.            

German Investment (Flow)  in billion USD n.a. n.a.            

Economic Sentiment Indicator             

PMI-Markit Production Index 51.5 50.9            

PMI-NBS Production Index 51.3 50.6            

PMI-Markit Non-production  Index 52.0 51.5            

PMI-NBS Non-production  Index 52.4  51.4            


