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Company Information 
 
British companies who deal with German businesses will often - either at the 
beginning of or during their business relationship - need information on their German 
counterparts. We are prepared to assist in seeking a variety of such information: 

 
Excerpt from the German commercial register and accounts  

 
We can obtain an excerpt from the German commercial register. This is comparable 
with the Companies House for England and Wales. However, it contains not only all 
companies (GmbH, AG, KGaA,) but also commercial partnerships (OHG, KG) and 
sole traders (eK). 
 
An excerpt from the German commercial register contains an overview of all current 
records regarding the company, i.e. information – where applicable and available – 
about 
 

• the name 
• the registered office, place of business and branches  
• the line of business 
• the subscribed capital 
• the persons authorised to represent the business and their respective power 
• the legal form 
• the date of formation 

 
In addition we will aim to obtain the latest accounts on the German business.  
 
The availability of the accounts depends largely on the legal form of the business.  
We should be able to obtain the accounts of the following types of companies: 
 

• All limited companies (AG, GmbH, KGaA)  
• Limited partnerships in which the wholly liable partner is a company  

(GmbH & Co. KG).  
• Sole traders and partnerships only if they are very large (i.e. for instance 

more than 5,000 employees or more than 130 million Euros of annual 
turnover). 

 
We will not be able to obtain accounts of sole traders and partnerships that do not 
exceed the above-mentioned size criteria. 
 
The content of the accounts disclosed depends on the size and legal form of the 
company.  
 
In principle, every company has to disclose complete financial statements.  
 
Medium-sized companies (generally defined as companies with more than 50 but 
less than 250 employees and / or annual turnovers between 8,030,000 and 
32,120,000 Euros) however can opt to to only disclose an abbreviated balance sheet 
in their financial statements. 
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Small companies (generally defined as companies with less than 50 employees and / 
or less than 8,030,000 Euros of annual turnover) are only required to disclose a 
simple balance sheet and explanatory notes to the accounts, but no profit and loss 
account.  
 
Accounts are usually available at the latest twelve months after the end of the 
accountancy year. 
 
Group accounts are not covered by these conditions. 
 
All excerpts and accounts obtained will be forwarded to you by fax or email. 
Furthermore we will provide you with an English translation and annotation of the 
excerpt .  
 
Our charges are as follows, payable in advance: 
 
 Standard Members 
Handling time: about 3 
working days 

£ 110.00 
(£ 132 incl. VAT) 

£ 93.50 
(£ 112.20) 

 
 
Credit report 
 
We can obtain a credit report from Germany for you on all kinds of existing 
businesses, but not on private individuals. 
 
The credit report contains information – where available – on the legal form of the 
business, date of formation, line of business, names of shareholders / partners and 
amount of their respective shareholding / participation, names of managers, number 
of staff, bankers, assets and liabilities, real estate, total of annual sales, manner of 
meeting obligations and comment on creditworthiness. 
 
The reports are written in English. The information is supplied in strict 
confidence for your sole use and may not be communicated to third parties. 
 
Under German data protection law an individual may be entitled to find out what 
personal data are kept of him, to whom they are transmitted and if there was a 
legitimate interest of the recipient to obtain such data. If there should arise such a 
request, we have to supply this information to our data supplier. 
 
Our charges are as follows, payable in advance: 
 
 Standard Members  
Normal Credit Report 
(about 9 working days) 

£ 60.00 
(£ 72.00 incl. VAT) 

£ 51.00 
(£ 61.20 incl. VAT) 

Urgent Credit Report 
(about 2 working days) 

£ 130.00 
(£ 156.00 incl. VAT) 

£110.50 
(£ 132.60 incl. VAT) 

 
All credit reports obtained will be forwarded to you by fax or email. 
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Disclaimer 
 
Although we always strive to use only the most reliable sources, we can accept no 
liability for the contents, correctness and completeness of the credit reports, excerpts 
and accounts. Any liability for errors and omissions in the translation of the extract 
from the commercial register or accounts is excluded, unless the Chamber acted 
intentionally or was grossly negligent. Except in respect of injury or death due to 
negligence, for which no limit applies, our liability arising out of the supply or 
translation of excerpts, accounts or credit reports, regardless of the cause of action, 
is limited to 5 times the fee paid by our client.  
 
What to do now 
 
Should you wish to place an order, please fill in the attached order form and return it 
to us, together with your cheque in the appropriate amount made payable to the 
German-British Chamber of Industry & Commerce or your credit card details. 
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Order Form 
 
To the Legal Department 
German-British Chamber of Industry & Commerce 
16 Buckingham Gate, London SW1E 6LB 
Fax: +44 (0) 20 - 7976 4101 
E-Mail: legal@ahk-london.co.uk  
 
I herewith wish to order in accordance with the conditions of the German-
British Chamber of Industry & Commerce (please tick as required): 
 
 Excerpt and accounts from the German commercial register 
 
 Normal Credit Report 
 
 Urgent Credit Report  
 
 

on the following German enterprise: 
 
Name: 
  
Address: 
 
 
 
 A copy of the letter head of the German enterprise is attached 
 
 I have transferred the amount of £ ……….. to the following bank account and 

have attached a copy of that transfer to my order:  
 

German-British Chamber 
Barclays Bank 
Sort code: 20-06-13 
Account No: 203 946 10  
IBAN: GB44 BARC 2006 1320 3946 10 
BIC: BARC GB22 
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Our Company: 
 
 

Company Name:  

Contact Person:  

Address:  

Tel:  

Fax:  

E-Mail:  

Website:  

 
☐ Please tick this box if you would like to receive our newsletter, invitations to our 

events and invitations to participate in the Chamber’s surveys. We confirm that we 
will not share your personal data with any other organisation and that you can 
withdraw your consent at any time by contacting us by email (mail@ahk-
london.co.uk), fax or letter. For our Website Privacy Policy and information please 
see: https://grossbritannien.ahk.de/en/privacy-statement/     

 
 
 
 
 
Place,  Date 

 
 
 
 
Signature  
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