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Sensitising the 

general public

Translating 

sustainability into 

practice

Pooling and sharing 

knowledge

>1,500
members

Non-profit

association

Founded 

2007

> 8,000
awards in more 

than 29 

countries 

worldwide

Certification

system for 

sustainable 

buildings and 

districts

Training and 

CPD platform –

DGNB Academy> 5,100
qualified 

experts 

in more than 

40 countries

Central

knowledge 

platform for 

sustainable 

building

Europe’s 

biggest network 

for sustainable 

building

Global 

benchmark 

for 

sustainability
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20%

16%

21%

17%

10%

9%

7%
Architects / Planers

Project managers / Consultants

Engineers

Building contractors

Manufactures

Investors / Developers

others

DGNB members

6%  Private persons

3%  Science/Research

3%  Associations/ NGOs

2%  Operator

1%  Public sector

1%  Facility service providers

1%  Others
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Certification Systems



The DNA of the DGNB system

Life cycle assessment

All audits take the entire life cycle 

of a building project into account

Holistic

Equal emphasis on three core 

sustainability factors: environmental, 

economical and sociocultural

Emphasis on performance

The DGNB System assesses the 

overall performance of a 

development and not 

just individual measures
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DGNB certification schemes for Buildings and Districts
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Districts Buildings Interiors Building In Use



The most 

comprehensive and 

holistic certification 

system worldwide

EU standards and legislations are the basis of 

the DGNB Certification System

Planning oriented

Internationally recognized and applied in more 

than 40 countries

Quality - Made in Germany

Profitability: low life cycle costs, flexibility 

and usability, commercial viability and long-

term value retention

Investment oriented

Optimization tool: to increase real 

sustainability in buildings and districts

The DGNB System new buildings
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Sustainable finance taxonomy  

Regulation (EU) 2020/852 
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https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/default/fi les/business_economy_

euro/banking_and_finance/documents/200309-sustainable-finance-

teg-final-report-taxonomy_en.pdf

DGNB Certification 

as the 

valid proof

>32,5%

Increase in energy 

efficiency

>32%

Renewable 

energies

>50-55%

Reduction of 

GHG (to 1990)

https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/default/files/business_economy_euro/banking_and_finance/documents/200309-sustainable-finance-teg-final-report-taxonomy_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/default/files/business_economy_euro/banking_and_finance/documents/200309-sustainable-finance-teg-final-report-taxonomy_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/default/files/business_economy_euro/banking_and_finance/documents/200309-sustainable-finance-teg-final-report-taxonomy_en.pdf


Why certification

is so important
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Sustainability pays off – added value and quality
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Added value –

sustainable real estate

Higher rents, market value, stable value, 

attractiveness for customers and 

employees, well-being, productivity, brand 

image, ability to learn, reputation …

- Up to 7% increase in the value of 

buildings

- Up to 12% higher rents for certified 

neighborhood projects
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Framework for carbon neutral buildings and sites
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Calculation rules for the new building LCA

Replacement Building operation Disposal / RecyclingBuilding materials

CO2



Illustration of the system boundaries for building operation

14 | © DGNB



15 | © DGNB

Operation Construction

Framework
for carbon neutral buildings and sites

Calculation of the absolute annual greenhouse gas emissions
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Framework
for carbon neutral buildings and sites
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Framework
for carbon neutral buildings and sites

Climate Action Roadmap



LCA optimization potential for planning and 

designing (districts & buildings)
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LCA optimization potential for operation phase 

(districts & buildings)
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Projects certified by the DGNB



FC Barcelona Espai Barca 

DGNB Pre-Certificate in Gold

FOUR Frankfurt Vertical Cities

DGNB Certificate in Platinum



Active city house Frankfurt
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DGNB Definition: Climate positive
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Active city house Frankfurt
© Ralf Pelkmann
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Active city house Frankfurt
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Active city house Frankfurt



LCA in use: comparison of building construction 

and operation for two design versions

Active city house Frankfurt

http://www.irbnet.de/daten/rswb/14019007754.pdf; Source: Fraunhofer IRB, 2014

Active city house Passive wooden house

VS
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http://www.irbnet.de/daten/rswb/14019007754.pdf


LCA comparison PEnre and GWP
for construction

http://www.irbnet.de/daten/rswb/14019007754.pdf; Source: Fraunhofer IRB, 2014
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LCA comparison PEnre and GWP
for construction and operation phase
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LCA comparison PEnre and GWP
for construction and operation phase
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LCA in use: comparison of building construction and operation for two design versions
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Eisbärhaus Bauteil A +  B

Kirchheim Teck

Mixed Use

© BANKWITZ beraten planen bauen GmbH



Eisbärhaus Bauteil A +  B

Kirchheim Teck

Mixed Use

© BANKWITZ beraten planen bauen GmbH

1556 kg CO2 -11637kg CO2



Eisbärhaus Bauteil A +  B

Kirchheim Teck

Mixed Use

© BANKWITZ beraten planen bauen GmbH
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Minimise energy demand by networking

CO2

- energy storage system

- use of waste heat

- flexible energy management

- connect different sectors

Source: https://delta-darmstadt.de/#single/0



DGNB Publications
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www.dgnb.de/en/council/publications/
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Thank you for your attention!

Levan Ekhvaia

DGNB International certification

Tel: +49 711 722322-84

E-Mail: l.ekhvaia@dgnb.de

mailto:l.ekhvaia@dgnb.de

