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Operating Instructions 0212021

Director General

Sri Lanka Customs

CEO of all Commercial Banks

Dear Sir/Madam

General Approval issued concerning Covid 19 pantlemic situation olithe countr,/

l. You are kindly hereby inlbrmed that following instructions are issu,:d to rninimize the
inovernent of people consider:ing the prevailing situation in the country,lu: to Covi6 lt)
pandemic in terms of regulation 120 of the extraordinary sazette no 1739/3 daried
02.01.2012.

2. Commercial Banks shall effect advance payment where the arnount of a,Cvance pavn,le:nt
exceedsthe sum of United States Dollars Fiftythousand (US $ 50tirl0) or irr; equivalert if
it is complied with other regulations:rnd if irnporter confirmed impor.tatiorr is n.rede rvitl-rin
the time period stipulated in regulation 8 (l) and 8 (2) of the exl.raor,Cinary i:,azette no
173913 dated 02.01.2012 after taking, fbnlowing details/documents ol in,p-,orr,:r. 'fhis 

s;liall
be considered as general approval issued lor importers in terrns; o1'regulatioir ti (1) (b) (ii)
of the same gazette.

a. For Private Companies

I. Business Registration,'Company Registration
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ll. VAT Certificate
III. TIN Certifrr:ate
IV. Agreement in betrveerr exporter and irnporter
v. frorm l and,/or For;n 20 oi Department of cornlrarr,r, Regirir.r:.r,on
VI. ;\rticle of Association
VII. Confirmation of impofter c,n importation date

b. For Government A,qencies

l. VATCertificare(lf'ar,ailable)
II. l-lN Certiflcate (lf avrrilable)
III. Agreement in between exporter and importer
IV. Conllrrnation of importer on irnportation date
V. I{ecomrnendation of Secrel.arv to the Line Ministrv

3. Comtnercial Banks shall release the documents fbr clearance purpose fi,:rrl !rri l-arirka
Customs where importation is not made n,ithin the time period stipulatecl in thr: r,egulatiorr
8 (l). 8 (2) and 8 (3) of the extraordrnary, gazette no 173913 datt:<l 02.01..2012 fhis s;hall
be considered as general approval issued 1on importers in terms of reguliitir)n ii9 : -the 

sitnre
gazeite.

-+. Commercial Banks shall effect United States Dollars Fifty thousancl (1.!:i lli 5rl,r(100) or it:;
equivalent of maximum amount as the payment of an importer pel: i\vo \i/;:,el;. on un[]erid
in-rport bills relating to the goods implrrted uncler Document of ,{;cepianc,:,iJ/,\.)alter rhr:
period stipulated in the regulation 9 (l) of ihe extraordinarl, gazi:tte no l;/:;g/3 dared
02'01.2012.This shall be considered as goreral approval issuerl fl.lr irnport,.rs i-r terms ol
regulation l9 of the same gazette. Fr.rr implementing this instnucticrn. Comir,er.cial Ba,iks
shall take declaratiott fiont importer:.bout payment made under D,A zrfter rnltur.it'y date 

'iathe other banks.

5. Commercial Banks shall eflect United States Dollars Filtl,,thousancl 1L.S; ll,,5(r(.00) or its
equivalent of maximuln alrount as tl-e pa'/ment of an inrporter p3r lrvo u,ce.r t[r,:, paynrent
on unpaid inlport bills relatingto the goods impor-ted underOp,:n;\cr.r)uFlt ([-)/,\) afierthe
period stipulated in the rerlulation ll (l) ria) of the extraordinar'1.qr,urctte prr l i'.19i3 d;Ltetl
02.01.2012. This shall be considered as general approval isstieC foi irnportu:rns in ternrs ol
regulation l9 of the same gazette. For implementing this instr;:ctiorr. Com r,cr.<:ial Ba;rk5
shall take declaration liom importer a.bout payment made under O,tr zL;ter rnirtur:'iiy clater yia
the other banks.



6.

a. Sri Lanka Customs shall release soocls lvhich is nct list"ed in 1'c:nporai,lr,'
Suspended list (TS't" Clredit L,st. Irnport Control License itr:rn list" Bl,nnerl iterr list
and imported under No Iroreign [:xclrange Basis lvithorit urt irpprc;val issr-red loi
each ancl ever) corisignments of importers by' this departnreni if crlrortci: conl"rnl
No Foreign Exchange Basis and iiit is not imported fbr the pul'poS') o'r'e-exf,rrt.
For irrplernenting this instruction. Sri I-anka Customs; sliall re,qrert. iinporterr to
submit conflrmatic'n of expc)rter. 

-fhis shall be considereC as lrieler;rl apprc,r,al
issued fbr importerrs in terms,rf regulation l9 of the sarle ira2:elte.

b. Sri L-anka Customs shall erct in accordance lvith re,su lation l4 (c) of the
extraordinar)' gazette no 1739,'3 clated 02.01 .2012 r,vhere i rpcirtation i:i rrrade unclcr
No Foreign Excharge Basis ior ttrc" purpose of re-expor.i.

This department shall not issue approvals reler,'ant to cases menl.iL)ned abl:re',,luring the
validitl,period of these inslruction an,J these instructions are even applied fcrr'the cases;too
ref-erred to this depaftrnent fbr appror,al.

These instructions shalI br: impleme,rted with irnmediate ef'fect and sl",zrlI bre ialici Lrniil
13.02.202t

T.V.D. Damayanthi S Karunarathne

Controller General

CC: The Governer. Central Bank of Sri I anka : Grateful to issue sper:if ic direcriorr:; to all
Commercial Banks lo ,r'r-Lplr:nriint the atrove
instructions
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